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1 That the Thanks of this: Houſe Be given to 
| Doctor Vys x, for the Sermon by him preached upon Friday laſt, 
before this Houſe, at gt. Margaret's, Weſtminſter, and that he be 
' - _ defired to print the ſame: And that the Loxp Nox rn and the 
LoD Wrsreorz do acquaint him therewith. _.. | ; 
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wn THE. HOST GOBTH FORTH AGAINST THINE ENEMIES, THEN . 
_ THEE FROM EVERY WICKED THING. | 


Tis certain that mankind pt 2 Per petual obligation, | 
as much as, their imperfect nature will admit, to ſhun the N 


paths of error and vice; and it is in a particular manner the 
duty of Chriſtians, to be conſtantly upon their guard againſt 
the temptations of ſin; yet it will not be denied, that there are 
ſome extraordinary occaſions, and exceedingly critical times, 
Which call for the utmoſt circumſpeFtion, and require us to be 
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5 Such, for * is ns: ſerious and import ocaion 
of the "_ — : my FEY 4 


"WE" are t aſſe mbled, by Royal n. to implore 


the bleſſing of Almighty God upon his Majeſty's arms, againſt 


his rebellious ſubjects in America; at a time too, when good 


and moderate men had flattered themſelves with the pleaſing 
hopes. thids we might. have met upon a different. occaſion, to 
return thanks to Heaven, for bringing back a deluded "ERGY toa 


ſenſe of their duty and allegiance. 


— 


79 Anderl, i 1 59 EC. claims, and mild intentions of tl the J 


Parent State, had been coolly and impartially conſidered, it can- 
not be doubted, that the calamities of war, aggravated by the . 


f tyranny of their Leaders, would long ago have procured a du- 


tiful ſubmiſſion ; Juch : as s would have ted 1 us My to o the houſe of | 


„ 


neſs, 2 to rejoice before him with reverence. 5 


Waiting that happy event, we may improve the intermedly + 
time by turning our thoughts inwardly” upon ourſelves; will, 
_unfeigned humility; with deep contrition, ſhould we ackniov 83 
ledge and lament the divine diſpleaſure. It is our duty, and in- 
deed the principal object of the pious devotion of this day, to fly 40 
from every wicked thing, to call our ways to remembrance, and ac- 
knowledge our dependence upon that Supreme Power, who ruleth 


over all the en of the earth, andtoiwhom! we are indebted for 


5 : - _ what 


{E ; 1. 


What we are, and for n . which ow his eue we 
ban ** — 
+18 muſt be allowed "_ all, ankles" done! yr is, e 
God, the almoſt certain reward of national virtue; and that 
therefore the calamities, which any people may ſuffer; ſpring not 
out of the ground, but are the reſult and ſure conſequence of 
cheir vices. If we attend to what has paſſed-i in the world, we 
may plainly diſcover; that the changes and revolutions which 
have happened in it, are not ſo much to be aſeribed to human 
power and policy as to a conſtantiy ſaper-intendin g Providence. 
Kingdoms, as. well as private perfons, have their dependance 
on God, and are accountable to him for their conduct. Nor is 
private vice and immorality more fatal to individuals, than pub- 
lic vice and irreligion to a State. A fruitful land maketh he 
barren, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell therein. Under 
any affliction or diſtreſs, the only fure means to obtain his 


2 is an humble e eee of his of, 189870 and a ſin- 
cere alan to. n 11 laws: 


om "The 0 ee 0 likewiſe akin out to our 

notice, that whatſoever things were written aforetime, were 
written. for our learning and admonition. If we conſult thoſe 
facred. oracles, | we find his own peculiar people happy or 


2 gn they. obeyed or tranſgreſſed his com. 


mands. Their proſperity was the reward of their obſervance of | 
bis laws, their diſtreſſes, their captivity,” and final difperſion, 
the juſt puniſhment of their repeated provocations. Their law 
indeed was en * by promises and threats of f tempo 

good. 


* a or evil, and che 


wuſly ſeen amongſt them than other nations. But we find, that | 
the other kingdoms of he world, as far as the ſcripture hiſtory 


netz, in che 


«creaſing weight of his c« 


the bitter eup of his diſpleaſure. If, at ſo awful a peri ; they turn 


not from their Jo and * ee _ from urg wieked ; 
8 thing, he MOL m 


Toh 


hand of meisten N24 more conſfſia- 


extends, were under the direction and ifflu 


cc of the fame 


_ over-ruling Power: Dominion and rule were, upon ne or 
their nen ee from on! people” ta — 


An unrighteaus Nation, obſtinately s þ in it 8 Ae] 7 
iance, of the. ſure tokens of God's wath, and even 
müßt under the preſſure; of general, calamity, will feel the in- 


hand. and drink Kill deeper of 


er * 


No 8 Dy Fe hath gester —_— to praiſe 


"than we have, for thoſe many and invaluable bleſlings ke hath 
* beſtowed upon us. The Conſtitution + of that government, 
under which by his Providence we are placed, is the admira- 


tion and envy of the 


Ig hbouring kingdoms. Our poſſeſſions 


and liberties are ſecured to us by juſt and equitable laws, and 
. thoſe laws adminiſtered, by Judges in the higheſt degree „ 
5 ſpectable for their knowledge and integrity. The fruit of our 
labours is ours freely to enjoy; the ſtrong man armed i is not 


permitted $0 ſpoil our goods; the ſons of violence are reſtrained 23 
from hur 


. free exereiſe of a 


ig us. * 196i it be remembered, that we enjoy the 


nal religion, as pure in' itſelf as it 
NL and 3 to all choſe who are 1. 8 2 


different | 


eg 


1 9 


Alben perfuſion, God hath been pleaſed to deliver us from | 
thoſe heavy bonds of 1gnorance and ſuperſtition under which our 
fathers groaned for many ages, and as by that moſt happy event 
our religious liberties were ſecured to us, ſo by another of high 
importance in the laſt century he was pleaſed to confirm us in the 
1 ar of our civil . 


Ne 


the wei ight 15 "EY ee if they 5 not 3 ſuitable 
2 of gratitude and obedience. But what reward, what 
return of this kind, have we given unto the Lord for all the be- 
nefits ] he hath ene, unto us? _ Highly diſtinguiſhed in all tem- 
poral advantages, ard. we likewiſe pre-eminent in all morat 
and ſpiritual improvements? Is this our cafe at preſent ? * 
would be flattering ourſelves to our ruin to affirm it. For 
| though we are not yet loſt to a ſenſe of many noble virtues, 
and though, our known: humanity. and extenſive charities do 
us honour, and may ſerve by covering the multitude of our 


bn fins to abate. the warmth of general and indiſcriminate accu- 


ation, yet it- muſt not be: diſſembled that our * zeal for religion. 

q 5 that the riches of this eee dan, Grand over r the 10 

in a too ſudden and unbounded profuſion, have brought forth the 
rank weeds of an enfeebling and deſtructive luxury. An impa-- 
tience of controul and ſabordination,—a ſpirit of ſlander and [ 

: uncharitable cenſure,—a want of reſpect where reſpe& is moſt: 

due, - ſuch an eager thurft for riches as cannot wait the gradual;. 

| yet never- failing, progreſs of commendable induſtry, —fortunes: 

loſt and families diſtreſſed by the mere on of chance; —theſe, 
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& affords the cleareſt light and the eaſieſt means of knowledge, 


n 
7 ; ; 
1 

„ ; 
$ ( * 
a 
k \ 

3 
= 
[ 1 
1 

1 
* 

A 
4 
q* 

; 415 
5 
R Y 
F' — k 
$ 
= 

32 2 
N * 

J 1 

OY 7 
1 | 
1 

42 
*4 
3 
- 

F : 
$7 2 
i! 

1 
* 
7 * 

. 
3X 

5 
«3 
? * 

3: : 

1 

"2 - 

% 5 

3 Y 

4 14 

1 
75 1 

3 73 

FT k 

= 

15 

14 
4 F<] 
_. 


2 5 2 N - AE, n * 

. ]¶ . ̃ ̃ 7“ —ßÜLs ES eG en ISS . 

5 N * . — by * 

þ — 5 WW 2 2 
4 99 * 
b IGR Gun or eden. on eee 
_ 4 we « _ ati; A a rs; ett 5 
— 0 wie "th, = 7 * A IRS 
2 

0 a rey 8 - . wi . 


T6 4 1 5 
tres in the dune 


* 


OY ” Fn a 4 1 : 1 
B 7 1 16 en 
N r mn — e Ain al e 7100 port nh. 
2 . 5 = S 5 * 
a 1 b 
| v9 3 rs. 5 ' 3.3 1 » „ + " "Nr" 
a > * 7 * E543 * 7 4 "x 4 > =P *2 17 ; 4% 9. 1. 4 FR a. . 2h Fd : 


II God Weh / puniſhed thoſe tabfiotis; who had only bs im- 4 


perfelt light of reaſon, for acting contrary to its dictates; ho- 
can we, who have his will fully revealed to us, hope to eſcape his 
indignation if we perſiſt in acting contrary. to it! Where he 


* 3 „ 


there likewiſe. he expects the greateſt and "the 1 moſt perfect obe⸗ : 
dience. by: he preſent. diſtreſſed condition of the Jews may teach 
us not to depend too long upon his goodneſs, nor make too light F 


of his avenging Juſtice. He choſe them for his own peculiar | 


PREM, 0 raiſed them up into a mighty nation; and yet for 


their repeated ſins, he ſpared not to puniſh his own inheritance. ey 
: They : are the living witneſſes of his Juſtice, diſperſed over the 


whole earth as a leſſon and warning 1 to all the kingdoms of = 
What can be more moving and pathetical than our Saviour's la- 


} mentation c over * IT When he was: come 1 near and belield : 


thou, in this hy day, the things which dag 0. unto 5 9 bee 
but now they are hid from thine eyes. Nothing, ſure, can be 4 - 
ſtronger inftance of God's favour to that people, than to ſee his 
only Son thus tenderly lamenting their misfortunes. But there 
was an indiſpenſible neceſſity | that ſatisfaction ſhould be made to 
the divine juſtice; ; and fince that city had killed his Prophets, and : 
| ſtoned thoſe that were 27 unto it, | behold! its ar was t 
unte it deſolate. eee 
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-&84:of-publick humiliation. at a time ä 
are parts even of natural religion, and were excerciſed 
upon the like occaſion: by thoſe who were wholly unacquainted 
with revelation. The exiſtence of a Being all- perfect, infinite in 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, and the reality of his ſuperintend- | 
ing Providence, are points capable of the cleareſt demonſtration, . 
and have ever been acknowledged by the univerſal: conſent of 
mankind. For the feeble voice of a few Atheiſts, whether real or 
; ended, cannot be heard, or ought not to be regarded, in oppo- 

buen to the voice of univerſal reaſon; which ſpeaks in all man- 
kind, and the voice of univerſal nature, which proclaims in every 
part of the ereation the power and goodneſs of the Creator. 
Whenever there was an appearance of ſuch extraordinary ſigns 

8 as portended the wrath of Heaven, the ſtate paſſed a decree that 
| expiation ſhould be made by publick prayer and ſolemn ſacrifices * 
and to avert an impending national calamity, the people were 
| prohibited from their ordinary recreations and employments. 
The temples of their Gods were crouded with humble ſuppli- 15 
3 a and' their altars ſmoked with the blood of ſlaughtered' vic- 
They were indeed miſtaken both in the object and the 
meüns of divine worſhip, yet nature and reaſon pointed out to 
them that ſome kind of devout ſubmiſton was e i 


1 is | therefore no more ahh jult an at reaſtinible that we cows 5 
in the moſt humble manner make a publick acknowledgment of . 
thoſe ſins, by which we have publickly affronted the Majeſty of 
God. As our diſobedience to him hath been open and notorious, ſuch 1 
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| likewiſe ſhould be our ſabmiſſion. And we may well et 


nothing will contribute more to appeaſe his anger and reſtore us 


to his favour than the united prayers. of a hole people offered 


up in the ſorrow and ſincerity of their heart. When Jonah was 
ſent, to preach againſt Nineveh, the people, we read, believed. God, 
and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on ſackeloth from the greateſt to 


the leaſt. And not only were theſe outward tokens of humilia- 
tion and repentance publickly enjoined, but they were commanded 
to turn af<ry one from his evil way, and from the violence that 
was in their hands. They were ſenſible that no external profeſ- 


ſions, no formal appearances of ſorrow, would avail them any 
thing, 


vithout an inward reformation of their hearts. In _ 
conſiſts that humiliation and repentance, which alone can recon- 


cile us to an offended God, and without which ell our Faſts and: 
Prayers ud {demn. Mockeries. "To. BUT 22 BIG OR Fee 


* 


With weaker and. adoration © we. - trace. the ways of Pro- 
vidence. in the riſe and fall of the Empires of the world. If we 
aſk what i is become of thoſe cities and. ſtates, which once were ſo 
great and powerful, we ſhall find they are ſunk into ruinous 


heaps, and reduced to almoſt nothing but a name. If we enquire 
into the cauſe of the extirpation of the inhabitants, we ſhall: 

find it was their ſins. They were raiſed up by God as the inſtru- 

ments of his Providence, and the remains of ſome of them are 


awful Monuments of his juſtice. 80 true and ſelf. 5 12 lent is the 


_ obſervation, that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, but ſin is the 
reproach, and, in the · end, the deſtruction of any people. The 


nature and reaſon of the caſe itſelf will not only ſatisfy us as to 


this Na, but hiſtory and antient facts in numberleſs inſtances 


confirm 


| tonflewn't it.” The Jewiſh) nation we de en poke of. nett 


turn then to a people whoſe hiſtory is ſo conſpicuous in the annals 
of Mankind, and affords the moſt inſtructive leſſons. While the 


Romans retained their ancient virtue, public ſpirit, juſtice, ſo- 
briety, and induſtry, they proſpered and flouriſhed, Conqueſts 
poured in upon them, till they became the Maſters of the world, 
and received tribute and homage from every quarter of it. But 
being ſoftened by eaſe and enervated by luxury, virtue and 
publick ſpirit giving way to ambition, avarice, and ſelf-intereſt, 
they ſoon fell into factions, ſeditions, and civil wars, which ended 
in the loſs of their liberty, and the deſtruction of the ſtate. 
Under the Emperors, as many of them, inſtead of being the pro- 
tectors of mankind, were the diſgrace of human nature, profli- 
gate and abandoned, ſo for the greater part were all orders and | 
degrees of men amongſt them. Virtue was no more regarded, 

merit was totally neglected, every thing was bought and ſold, even 
the Empire itſelf ſometimes to the higheſt bidder, and iniquity and 
corruption carried all before them. At length the miniſters of 

God's vengeance the Goths, the Vandals, and other barbarous 

nations ruſhed in upon them like a flood, over-running the Weſt, 
as the Saracens after dane did the Eaſt, and ſmote this mighty 5 


ee 5 


| It were needle to  adduce more e N many might 
be mentioned, of God's puniſhing and deſtroying unrighteous ſtateg 
and, kingdoms, when they had filled up the meaſure of their ini- 
1 quities. What hath been already ſaid will 1 hope ſerve to ſhew, 
3 coniniunities as well as individuals n on his over-ruling 
FEE : B 5 7 Provi- 
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of this dependance have always endeavoured to conciliate his fa- 
vour in times of as i * acts of bumiſiation 
. att bias 


* - a 
1 
Tl | 0 4+ 
4 4 
* 


et me then call your attention to what more re particularly re re- 


wp to ourſelves upon the occaſion of this day s Solemnity, re- 


— that when the hoſt goeth forth againſt our enemies, 


we are to TO. ourſelves from 1 wicked chin 8. 


We are Rill da 1 in n all the 1 of a \ civil 'v war with 


£ our American : Colonies. How theſe troubles began, by = 
artful and deſigning Leaders in that unhappy country they were 
afterwards fomented, and are by. the ſame perſons. continued to 
this day, it would not become the Preacher in this place to at- 
tempt to inveſtigate. It will be more within his province, to 
offer, with all due reſpect to ſuch an Audience, thoſe general re- 
marks, which the complexion of the times and the preſent | ſitua- 
tion of things ſeem moſt nals! to ſuggeſt. 


„ 


War, in whatever other light men may foe it, is in a n 


view a grievous and fore judgment. It is a calamity 1 in itſelf moſt 
| dreadful; and conſidering the treaſure which is ſpent, and the 
blood which is ſpilt, often a burden too heavy to be borne even 
by thoſe who gain the victory. What then muſt be the wretch- 
| <dneſs of thoſe countries which are the ſcene of action? Where 
rapine and violence rage without controul, and the land, which 


before chem is as the garden of Eden, i is behind them a deſolate | 


vildernes. 
Theſe 


65 1 Þ 


Theſe m mileries will appear in Rill dewper colours, when we view 
the {word of divine juſtice drawn forth by the hand of civil ſtrifei 
for in ſuch a fituation, inexpreſſibły unhappy, even the moſt bril- 


liant victories, no otherwiſe deſirable than as they may lead to a 
firm and indiſſoluble re- union, would at beſt afford us but a me- 


lancholy triumph. The blow we give recoils upon ourſelves, and 
ſuppreſſes the exultation of ſucceſs by the n ede 
00 ee misfortunes of the vanqu uiſned. Exp 

A r ere C0% 8 nen 
We cantiot! bende fa ficiently luent ahs 
no- brings us to the houſe of God to humble ourſelves before 


him. For when we conſider that it is no common enemy that 


| hath done us this diſhonour and provoked us, not differing from 
us in language, not rivals in trade, not oppoſed to us in other 
intereſts; but a people, whom till late it was our boaſt to call 
our brethren and friends; —a people, raiſed and cheriſhed by the 
watchful care of the Parent State through a long ſucceſſion of 
years, protected by it at a vaſt expence of blood and treaſure 
during a long and ſtubborn war, and now deriving the very 
means of reſiſtance from that protection; We muſt undoubtedly 
Feel a weight of affliction proportioned to the enormity of their 
in gratitude as well as of our own offences, which have brought 


don ſo great a judgment upon us,” it 2 be, for our own in- 


1 n W Heaven. 5 n 


But this is no day of: WO VOY : The inet stel we 
muſt 3 in charity forgive, for they, it may: reaſonably be Kuppoſed, 


know not what they do. If their Leaders entered upon the hor- 


occaſion which 
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tremity ; then, the calamities of their American brethren,” the 
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of his —_— muſt be laid to their charge. 
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The ſpirit of a 1 is not apt to e ene "Favre 
. ſures as tend to rob them of their tranquillity, and call them 
from the mild, endearments of ſociat and domeſtic happineſs. 
Nor * (ET, capable of forming plans to overturn a fettled eſta- 
and to t a ne m. im all attempts of that 

the m my are led by the r and the chief actors are 
welt likely te ſuceeed when they artfully conceal their real inte — 
eredulous multitude. Hence it is that unfa- 


and evil dbu N be and increaſed. 


have not even: ye yet wide able; to york our? Abel denne 
Beſides, minds ſtrongly: agitated. and inflamed will not readily 


yield to convichon, nor amidſt the rage of: . tumult attend. 
to the till een reaſon. 
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The 3 _ Hatter ew FO is enn Ea the 1 
Power who ſtilleth the raging of the ſea will allay the madneſs of 
the people; for the ſound of Peace and Conciliation is gone forth, 


and will ſoon. reach that Land which ſtands ſo much in need of 
its heal giinfluence./ pelo). eee wat! ank 
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| knowiedgeof the benevolent intstiülstts of Oöterhmieft, wilt at 
length diſperſe che clouds 0. Hb e have Hutig over hs! eaulgtten 
and lead us into the paths of peace, and bring Baeib to the” wide 
extended dominions this one Tribe avbicb i * lacing in our Iſrael. 
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Ones more ſe unde ; the protebtion of the: Harent tate, imp the 


hour of tranquil leg the will gatutally be lefl zo reflect; howidanige« 
rous it may rove, in 8 the, reach of legal redreſs, to be! 
wanting in Weder to ſubordmation, anch the; ſacred har- 
rier of Hur laws. . Alterations, cl eſtabliſhments. are chen 

bl ſafelt, when, Sept; and: radually, conduRed: hy mild. -prodent;; 

5 en E whenepry abes began geo: 

ceſſary, cannot e {cape he notice of wiſe and able men by whonty 

| 17 Ti be. at che proper, time adopted, improve and sſta- : 

l- It. i J upqn this Princip le chat Br e ee 


E at different, perigds,, been .embel 
| and from thence the fair Fabrick may, ir 


ts derive its preſent * e and nr ; 


Lew may it continu to | ae pride 1 bulwark of a free 
and loyal people It muſt owned that f e late commotions 
have been violent; but the Edifice being u a rock, its * 

dations remain unſhaken. 


Let us tin at this very awful criſis, Rk moſt important per- 7 
haps in its conſequences of any yet recorded in the annals of 
this country, unite with one heart and mind to promote the 

"things which belong unto our common welfare. Laying aſide | 

* partial and private n let our unanimity add 
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